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UNDERSTANDING SociaL INSTITUTIONS

INTRODUCTION
This hook began with a discussion
aboul theinteraction of the individual
and soctety, We saw that each of us as
tndividuals, occuples a place or
lpcation in society. Each one ofus has
a status-and a role or roles, bul these
are nol stmply what we as individuals
choose: They are not ltke roles a itlm
actor may or may not opl (o do, Therg
are social instihtions that constraln and
control, punish and reward, They could
be ‘maoro’ soctal Insiituttons ke the
slate or ‘micro’ ones ke the Gamily.
Here tn Lhis chaptler we are mtroduced
to soctal Institutions, and also (o how
suclology /soclal anthropology studies
them. This chapter puts forth a very
bl idea of some of the central areas
where importanl soclal Institutons are
located namedy: (1) (ambly, marmapge and
rinship: (4} politdes; () economics,
() religion; amd fv) educalion.

in the broadest sense, an
institutlon 1s something (hat works
according to rules established or at

feast acknowledged by law or by
cusiom. And whose regular and
cunlimuous operation cannot be
understond withoul aking those mles
mie account. Instiutions impose
cansirainls on lr:djvl_-:inajs_. They also
provide him /her with opportuntties.
An insiilution can also be viewed as
an end in usell. indeed people have
viewed Emily, reltgion. state or even
education asan end in iisell,

Activity 1
Think of examples of how peopie

sacrfice for family. for religion or, for
[thio. stnte.

We have alreardy seen that there
are conflicting and  different
uniderstandings of coneepls within
sortolozy. We have also been Introducerd
to the funclionalist and conflicl
perspective, amnd seen how differently
they saw the same thing, for instance,
stratification or soctal control. Nol
surprisingly, therefore, there are
different forms ol understanding of
social Instbions as well.
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A unctionailst view undersiands
soctal institutions as a complex sel of
sorial nomms, bellefs, values and role
retationship thal artse (n response (o
the needs of soclety. Soctal institutions
extst o satisfy soctal needs. Accordingly
we [ind triformal and [ormal soclal
instiiutions in societles, Instiiutions
such as (amily and religion are
examples of informal soctal Institutions
wihile law and (formal) educallon are
format soctal nstiiutions.

A conflict view holds Lhat all
hdividuals are nol placed equally In
soctely. All soctal institutions wheller
familial. religious, polilical, economic.
legal or educational will operate tn the

interest of the dominant sections of

society be it class, caste, tribe or gender.,
The dominant social seetion not only
dominales political and economlic
instiutons bul also ensures that the

Tuling class ideas become the ruling.

tdeas of a soctety. This is very different
from the tdea that (here are general
needs of a socloty.

As you g0 about reading (his
chapler. see whether-you can think
of examples Lo show How soctal
insiitutions constrain and aiso offer
oppartunities o mdividuals. Notlee
whether they tapect different sections
of soclety unequally. Forinstance, we
could ask. "How does the family

consiram aswell provide opportunities

to men and women?" Or "How do
palitical or legal institullons affect the
privileged and dispossessed?
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Famiy, MARRIAGE ARD KivNsHp
Perhaps no other social entily appears
more ‘natural’ than the mmily. Oflen we
are prone Lo assume thal all famitlies are
ltke the ones we hive in. No other soctal
Institution appears more universal and
prchanging. Soclology and social
anthiropology have over many decades,
conducled fleld researclh across
culteres 1o show how the nstlatons
of family, marrlage and Kinship are
tmportant in all societes and yel their
character 4 dilferent in dilferent
socielies. They have also shown how Lhe
fhmily {the prvate sphere) is nked 1o
economic, poliiical, eultural and
educational {the public) spheres, This
may remtnd you of why there is a necd
to share and borrow from diflerent
disciplines, which we have discussed in
Chapler 1.

According to the finctionalisis the

famitly performs tmportant lasks, which

contribuie Lo soclely’s baste nreds and
helps perpeluale social order. The
functionallsl perspective argues that
modern Industrial socletles hnwtlon
hest (fwomen look after the family and
mien carn the family ivelthood. [n India
studies However suggest that families
need not hecome nuclear In an
mdustrial palten of econamy (Singh
19493: 89). This 1s bul one example Lo
show how trends based on experiences
of one soclely cannol necessanly be
generalised

The nuclear mmily s seen as the
umil besl equipped to handle the
demands of industnial soctely by (he
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funclionallsis. In such a [@mily one
adull can work outside home wiile e
second adull cares for the home and
chtldren. In pracucal terms, Lhls
specialisallon of roles within (he
nuclear family fnvolves the hosband
adopting Lhe ‘instrumental” role as
breadwinner, and the wile assuiming
Lhe ‘alfectve’, emobional role o domesliic
selungs (Gilddens 2001). This vision s
questlonable not just because 1L is
eender unjust bul because amplrical
sludies across cullures and hislory
show Lhial it is unlrue. Indeed, as you
will see In Lhe discusslon on work and
economy how In conlemporary
Indusiries lke the garment export,

wontien [orm a larges part of e labour

[oree. Such a separalion also supeesls
hat men are necessartly the heads of
houseliolds. Thts s not necessarnly rue
as Lhe boxwhich ts given below shiows.

Variation in Family Forms

A eentral debate in India has been
about the shill [rom nuelear [amily 1o
Jount famithies. We have already seen how
soclology quesiions comimorn Sense
impressions. The fact 1s thatl nuclear
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[amilles have always extsted n India
partlculmi}' among deprived castes and

'I‘Iu' sociologtst A M. Shall remarks
thal in posi-independent India the joint
family has steadily Increased. The
contributme factor s the Increasing [ife
cpeetancy i hdia accardinge to bim 1L
has ncreased [rom 32.5 - bb .4 years
lor men and from 31 7-55.7 years [or
women during the pertod 1941~ 50
to 1981 - 85, Consequenlly. Lhe
proportion of aged people (60 years and
above) In e loial populalion has
mcreased. “We have (b ask wriles Shaly:

Sinwhnt kit of bousctiold do these
eliderty people tive? | submit. mest
al them live o joint househokd”

(Shalt 1995).

This again tsa broad generalisalion.
Bul in the spirit of the soclological
perspeclive, IL cautlons Us apatnst
blindly belleving a common sense
tpressicn that the joinl Gamdly 1s (250

eroding. Arned alerts us o the nead for
carelul comparallve and empirical

s{udies.
Siadles havwe shown how diverse

lamily forms are found in dilferent

wmmmmnmiwmmmmﬂuww
Such householls are known as Semale Beaded honschokls. Widdwhood (oa
might create sueh Gamill) spangement. Or L muy happen when men jget
remarmied: and stop sending remittance (o thnirm&. chilldren and other
s I suct o sitimtion, mmmmmﬂmm:ﬂ‘mﬂ

family. Amang the Kolams, 5 tribal commmily in south-castorn, Mahamshim

ot prthern: Anddion Prodesh: o fomale heded housetold s an sccopted nuom.
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societles, With regard Lo the rule aof
restdence. somie socielles are matrlocal
tn thetr marriage and famtly cusloms
while others are patrilocal. In the [frst
case, the newly married coaple stays
wilh the woman's parenls, whereas in
Lhe second case the couple lives with
Lhe man's parenis. A patriarchal ooty
slructure exisis where the men
exerclse aulhority and dominance, and
mairiarchy where the women play a
major ole In deciston-making in the
fanatly. While matrilineal soclistles exist,
the same cannol be claimed aboul
matrarchal sotteties,
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Famllies are Linked to other Social
Spheres and Families Change

Often In our everyday e we look at
the family as distnel and separate from
other sphieres such as the economle or
political. However, as you will see for
yoursell the family, the household, 1Ls
strueture and norms are closely linked
to the rest of soviely. An intleresting
example is thal of the unintended
consequences of the German uni-
fication. During the pest-unification
pertod in the [Y980s Germany
wiinessed a rapid decline In marriage

Work and Home
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because the new German stale
withdrew all the protection and weliane
schemes which were provided Lo the
familles prior (o the unification. 'With
urowing sense of economio Insecunly
people responded by refusing lo mary.
This can also be understood as a
case of unintended consequence
(Chapder 1).

Famlly and kinship are thus
subject to change and (ransformation
due lo macTo ecanomic processes but
the direction of change need nol always
e stmittar for all countnes anid reglons.
Maoreover, change does not mean the
complele eroston of previous norms amd
struciure. Change and contionuity
oo-exist

How gendered is the family?

The belief ts that the male child will
support the parents in the old age and

Sex Railo in lndis hetween 1901-2011
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the lemele child will leave on marriage
resulls In familles nvesing more in a
male cluld. Despite the Blologieal fact
that a female baby has belter chances
ol survival thar a miale baby the rate of
trifanl mortality among female cluldren
I= higher In comparison Lo male
childien in lower age group o' [ndia.

The Institution of Marriage

Historically marfage has been Tound
lo exist In a wide variety of [orms In

@ Tnlcgll l.‘Illn'lH#n states:
“Byinging up @ “danghter is like
- watering :: pham i onollers
nuurtyn:!a:-r out othier such
: myw\mm. R
iy pnﬂlllnr u;-tn,gs rd'.lm:t the
mﬂuﬂaﬂmml of a sociely,

Tewr e Hodin Yeur Sex Rt
3 e 11351 o4l
1911 L4 151 EH)
1121 155 1151 B
Al AT 1949] B
Ml G45 21 1]
1551 G 2011 D

Ty 80H,

mmmﬂ&nwmmlmmuamm:dmhmmumﬂm
Th:ddummhtmdmumdﬁmﬂ&twmmmdmhmiﬂﬂltnﬂﬂm
2011, The percentage of docline @ the child sex mitio s more plamming The
situntion of prosperows smies fike Ponjab, Haryano, Malmrastin and Ut
Pridesh = all the more grave. In Pasjob the chilkd sex atio lins doclined 1o
848 girls per 1,000 boys, In some of the districts of Harvam it lss fllen
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different societles. It has also been
found o perform difering fonctlons.
Indesd. the miantier tn witcl marriacs
parlners are arranged reveals an
astonishing varlety of modes and
castoms.

Activiy 3
that different sueleties o about

Forms of Hm'l.nge-

Marriage has a large variely of forms.
These forms can be tdenttfied on the
basis of the number of pariners and
rules governing who can marry whorn.
In texms of the number of pariners that
can legliimately enter into matrimony,
we have two forms of marriage,
namely, monogamy and polygamy.
Monogamy restricts the individual to
one spouse al a ttme. Under this
sysicnt. al any given Hine & man can
have only one wile and a woman can
have cnly one hushand. Even where
polygamy i1s permitied, ir actual
praciice, monogamy is more widely
prevalent, :

in many societles, individusls are
permitied to marmy again, often on the
death of the firslt spouse or after
divarce. Bul they cannol have more
than one spouse @t one and the same
timie. Such Mmonogamons marriages
art termed serial monogamy.
Remarmages on the death of a wife have
been a norm for men for the most part.
Bul as all of vou are aware that the

rght far upper caste Hindu widows
was denled and thal Lhe campalun for
widow remarTiage was a4 major lssue
i1 the T9th century reform novenwenls.
What you are probably less aware Is
thal today n modern [ndla nearly 10
per cent of all women and 55 per cent
ol women over [ty vears are widows
(Chen 2000:353).

Polygamy denotes marriage Lo
more tharn one mate at one Hme and
takes the form of elther: Polygyny (one
husband with twno or more wives) or
Paolyandry (onewife with two or more
husbands). sually. wlhiere economie
condiltons are harsh. polyandry may
be one response of seclely, sinee In

“such siluations a single male cannol

adequately support a wife and
children, Also. exireme poverly
condiiions pressurtse a group (o Hmit
its popdation.

The Matter of Arranging Marriages:
Rules and Preseriptions

In some soclelles, the decisions
Tegarding male seleclion are made
by parenis/relstives: in some other
socieltss individuals are relatively free
to choose thetr own mistes,

Rules of Endogamy and Exogamy

In some soctelles these restrictions
are subtle, while 1n some others,
individuals whe can or cannot be
married. are more explicitly and
speclficadlly defined. Forms of martiave
based on rules governing elgbility /
ineligihility of males 1s classtied as
endogamy and exogamy.
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Endagamy requires an individual
lo marry within a8 cullurally defined
group of which he or she 15 already a
member, as for example, casle.
Exogamy, the reverse of endogamy,
reguitres the individual to marmy oulside
of his/ her own group, Endogamy and
expgamy are In reference (o ceriain
kinship units, such as, clan, caste and
racial. ethmic or religious groupings. n
India. village exogamy is praciised n
certaln paris of north India. Village
exogamy ensured that daughlers were
married o families from villages far
away [rom home. This arrangement
ensured smoolh transtlion and
adpstment of the bride into the dffinal
home withoul inlerference of her
kinsmen. The geographical distance
plus (he unequal refationship o the
patrilineal system ensured that married
daughlers did nol gel Lo see their
parents (oo often. Thus parting from
natz] home was 2 sad oceaston and 1s
the theme of olk songs. which deptct
the patn of departtire.

Father, we are ltke flocks-of bird
We shall fly avvony; Cur flight wdl be
for.

Wi Evterir riof (o wolvich

Region we wll go

Fatlwsy, my petloriguin conrnol

Pass through powr paldee,

(hecanse the door ix loo smalll
Beanghter, | xhall remuse a brick

fta enlarge the passage for your
palariuidn),

You muest go il your home.
(Cluanans 1993 WS28)
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Rock-o-brye-babiy. 'combs 0 jor
The bridegroom will come soon and
lake youl arisag)

The dreons et Dedly, the shehno
Is planytng softly

A strmnger’s son hos eomee (o fotch me
Come my ploymmies, come with our
Ly

Let ns play, for | sholl never play

agezin
When ] go off (o the stromger=” hotise.
{Lhabe 2eME1: 5
Activity &

-Iynnml_q -gt'mhr;lugu and o
ﬂmﬂm—uﬁm

[ "] . uttﬂljt 5

I ﬂm‘r you ever seers matrinonkil
Iﬂh‘llrlhﬂ:lﬂmh? Bl'ﬂdlr your cliss
* tmio groups and lopk ot diffprent
LUWSpApOrs, anmlsEmes and: the
Intermol. Discuss your fndings. Do
vou think endogamy {5 still the
provalent nerr? How docs 1t help
your fo understand chaleo i
‘marrdiys? More tmiporianthy, whut
ki of chianges o sociely does i
Toflect?

Defining Some Basic Concepts.
Particularly those of Famlily.

Kinship and Marriage

A [amlly 1s a group ol persons
directly linked by kin connectons.



UKDERSTANINNG SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

the adullt members of which assiime
responsibility for caring lor chitldren.
Kinship tes-are connections between
Indmiduals, established etther through
martihee or Wroueh the Bnes of descent
thal connect blood relibdtives fmotlivrs,
faibers. siblings,. ollspring. elc.)
Marriage can be defined 25 a socially
acknowledeed and approved sexual
unlon belween two adall individuals
When two people marry, they become
kire to one-another. The marriace bond

aliso, however, conrecs Logether awider

ranpe of people. Parents. brothers,

sisters and olher blood relaiives beoome
relallves of the pariner through
marriage. The fEmily of birih s called
[amily of orientation and the [Emily In
which a person 1s marned 18 called (the
[amily of procreation. The kin who are
relaled through “blood™ are called
consanpuinéous kinwlile the kinwho
are related (hrough marridge are
called aflines. Aswe move on Lo the
next seclion on work and econonile
mstitutions, you will notee how the
[amily and economic e are closely
nlerconmecied.
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WORE ASD EcoNoMIC LIFE

What is Work?

As children and young students we
imagine whal kind of ‘work” we will do
when we grow up. ‘Work® here quite
clearly refers to pats) employment. This
is Lthe most widely nnderstood sense of
‘work! in modern thines.

This in fact isan oversimpltfied view.
Many types of work do niei conform to
the idea of patd employment. Much of
the work done in the informal economy,
for example, is not recorded tn any

direct way n the sfficial emplovment

statisties. The wrm informal economy’
relers o (ransaclions oulstde the
spliere: of regular employment.
samellines nvolving the exchange of
cash lor services providied. bul @lso
ollen involving the direct exchange of
foods or servioes,

We can define wark, whether patd
ar unpald, as Lthe cartying ont of tasks
redquirng the expendiiinre ol mental and

ol fobss (Chitgtal 2004:125),

There was oo unmfu’ﬂmw'tﬂm Tmy's Gramny had oot (Hed ol spme singe ol
tier dife. Trom the fime she was okl onough to hold her own cop she had stirtod
workdng at odd jolis i peoples hotses i return foe her o meils o day i
casit off clothes, Exnetly what the wortds “odd jobs' metim, only (hose know whio
tave Been lepl at (hem al an age wheh they pught s hiee bern Bituditng ind
playing with other chilitren. Anythtoy fom the uninfensting dity of shakiy
e bala's mttle (o nussaging Uie master's Best comes tinder (e calegiary of

Fmd oul more sibont the yamous kinds of ‘work’ done from your own
pbservation or lidemiire or oven (ims. Dismss.
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physical effort, which has as s objeclive
the production of goods and services
thal cater to human needs.

Modem Forms of Work and Division
of Labour

In_pre-modern fonms of soch:ly mosl
people worked in Lhe fleld or cared for
the lveslock. In the industrially
developed society only a Uny pro-
poriion of the population works In

Activity &

e ot the propartion of Indinns
i are in s based oceupations:
|Make o list of these octupatisns. .

agriculture. and farming nsell has
Dbecomie industrialised —I1L 1s carmied on
largely by means of machines rather

Z2e-zE
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than by luman hand. In a country itke
India. the larger share of the population
conlinues o be involved 1o rural
agricullural or other rural based
preipalions.,

There are other trends tn India (oo,
for Instance an expansion of the service
secior.

One of the most distinctive
chamcteristics of the economic system
of modern socteties 1s the exdstenceola
highly complex division of labour. Work
has been divided into an enormous
number of dilferent occupations in
wihiich people specialise. In traditional
soclelies. non-agricullural work
entalled the mastery of a craft. Crafl
skills were leamed through a lengihy
pertod of apprenticeship. and the
worker normally carmied out all aspecis
of the production process from

beginning (o end.

Flnduutwimlhrmmhylmh:mn,
stitft o the-scrvice sector o tndia,
i recent Hmes, Whinh u:n‘.".t#lnf

sectors?

Modemn soctely also wiltnesses a
shifi in the location of work. Before
indusimalisation. mest work took place
al home and was campleted collectively
by all members of the houschold.
Advances in Indusinial lechnology,
such as machinery operaling on
clectiieity and coal, contributed to the
separation of work and home. Factones
owned by capllalist enlreprensurs
became the focal point of industral
developmeniL

44

Activity 8
‘Have you soen o master weaver at
af shawl may tnke o make?

People secking jobs tn factories
were tratned (o perform a spectalised
task and recetve a wage for this work
Managers supervised the wark. for
their lask was (o erhance worker
productivity and discipline.

One of the matn feamres of modem
soclelies 15 an enormbus expansion of
ecnnomic nlerdependence. We are all
dependent onan immense number of
other workers-sireiching right aoross
the world- for the products and services

Mlzal sustaln our lives, With few

exceptions, the vast majority of people
in maodern sodeties do nol produce the
lnod Lhiey eal. the houses they live inor
the material poods they consume.

Activity 9
Malke & st of the food thal you eal.
lhu I:n.uuspm bve in, the clothes
you wear. Find ont how aod who
mude e

Transformation of Work

Induststal processes were broken dovn
mto simple operations that could be
precisely llmed, organised and
monlored, Mass production demands
mass markels, One ol the mosl
sienificanl Innovaltlons was Lhe
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Dlecues the two forms of prodociion in the two seis of visoals
Cloth prodaction In a Sctory

Hize-2E
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construciion of 2 moving assembly lne.
Muodern mdustrial producton nesded
expensive equipment and contnuous
mordloring of employees [hrough
matllloring o survelllance syslemis
Over e [asl decades there has been
a shift ty whal 1s often called "flextble
production’ and 'decentrallsation ol
work'. Ii ts arpued (hat tn this period
of globalisation, 1L 1s the growing
compelition belween [Irms and
countnes that makes It essental for
ftrms o organise production sulting the
changing markel conditions. To
Mustrate how Uis new system operales
and what the implications may be Jor
the workers, read the guuote from a
study of the garment Indusiry in

Bangalore.

The Industry s essentially part of
u long supply chali, and Lhe
fréedom of munufmelliress &8 1o thal
extonl extremely Umited. Thete dare,
in laclt more Lhon a hundrod
operatlons belween the designer
nd the finol consumer, In Lhis
chain. dinly 156 are fa e hoods ol
the manulocturer. Any serious
ggtation for o rise W woapes would
Liend munulmetiorers: Lo shift Lhely
opetillons Lo olher localllles,
beyond e reacl of dinfobists |
whother L is Lhe payment of the
existing minlmum wage, of lis
substaniisl revision apwarils, what
= mipartant s Lo enlist (e support
of the retallor in ander Lo crente the
Hecesspry pressure upon Lhe
goviermmment and Jbeal agencles oy
i higher woge struciure and s
effeclive mplementation, Thus the
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visfon here i Uit of the creation of
on idtornaliongl opiolon foram
(Rive Chowdhery 2005: 2254,

Reatl the above given repart carefully.
Notiee how the new organtsation of
production and a body of customers
outside the country have allered the
cconomics and the pelitics of

production.

————

Paliucal tnstilutlons are concermed with
the distribution of power i sociely. Two
concepts. which are erillcal to he
tmderstanding of political Instibillons.,
are power and authority. Power is the
abiltty of individuals or groups lo camy
ottl thetr will even when opposed by
olhers. It tmplies that those who hold
power da so al Lhe cost of others. Thers
1= a fixed amount of power [n a soclely
and Iif some wield power others do not
in other words, an mdividual or group
does not hold power In 1sofation, they
hald 1 16 relatton Lo othiers,

This notlon of power I8 fairly
miclusive and extends from Bmily elders
assigning domesiic duiles to thetir
children (o principals enforcing
discipline m school: from the General
Manager of a factory distnibuting work
among the executives o palitical Jeaders
regulittng programmes of (hétr partles.
The principal has power Lo matntain
discipline in schiool, The presideniof a
palitical party possesses power (o expel
amember from the party. In each case,
an individual or group has power to Lhe
exient lo which others abide by Lheir
will. In s sense. polltical activilies or
politics 1s concermed with power’.

Z2e-zE
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Bul how I1s this 'power” applied Lo
aclieve 1= atm? Why do people comply
with others’ commands? Answers Lo
(hese questlons could be foand with
relerence Lo a relaled concepl ol
‘authority”. Power |s exercissd through
aunlhority. Aulhority 15 hat form ol
power, which is accepled as legiitimale,

that is. as right and Just L is.

Institutonaiised becanse 1t ts based on
legitimacy. People In geteral accept the
power of those in authonty as they
consider thelr control (o be @y and
jusitfied. Often ideniopes exist that help
this process of fegiiimation.

Stateless Socleties

Emptrcal studies of staiedess socteties by
soctal anthropologlsts over sixty years
ago demonstrated how order is
maintatned wilthout a modern
governmenial apparatus. There was
tnsiead the balanced oppostiton
between parts; coss-catting alliances.
based on kinship, marrage and
Testdencr: Tiles and ceremonies mvolving
the participation of friends and [oes,

As we all kmow, the modemn state
has a fixed structure and formal
provedures, Yel are nol some of the
informal mechanisms mentioned above
as featnres of staleless sorletles present
also in stale socielles?

The Concept of the State

A stale exists where Lhere 1s a polltical
apparatus of government (nsttutions
like a parltament ar congress, plus civil
service affictals) ruling over a given
lerrilory, Covernmenlt suthorliy s
backed by a legal system and by the

=

capacily Lo use milllary [orce Lo
mmplement 1ts polictes. The functiomalist
perspectlve sees LhHe stale as
represening the interesis ol all sections
of soclely. The conflict perspecitve sees
Lhe siate as representing e dominant
seclions of soclely.

Modern stales are very different
from traditional states. These siales are
defined by soverelgnty. cittzenship
and. most oflcn. Ideas of natlonalism.
Soversignty refers o the nndisputed
polieal rule of a siate over a given
lerntortal area.

The soverelgn siale was nol, al first,
onein which ctitzenship carred with it
rights af political participation. These
were achieved larpely through
struggtes, which itmited the power of
monarchs, oractively overthrew them.
The Freoch Revolution and our own
Indtan independence sinuzele are two
mstances of such movemenis.

Ctttzenship richts tnchade cvil,
polttical and soctal rights, Civil rights
favolve the freedom of indtviduals (o
live where they choose; [reedom of
speech and religion: the right 1o own
property. and the right to equal justice
before the law. Political righis tncinde
the rghil to participate in electlons smd
to stand for public office. In most
COUniTies governments were reluciant
to admit the principle of oniversal
franciise. In the early years nol only
womern. bul a karge sectlon of the male
population was excluded as holding a
cerlain mmount of property was an
ellgthility eriterton. Women had to wail
longer for the vole.

The third type of cltizenship righis
are soctal righis. These concem (he
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Activity 10

Finned ol wheens wommen gol vollngg riglits In differenl conmiries, Why do you think
Uit chspite e tight Lo vote and e right lnsluru.lﬂrwlﬂh*ufﬁm WOTIH T 31T
sa imadeqmicly represented? “ﬂllmhﬂwﬁhmhnﬂulm
to vnderstand this under representation i the Parlinment and other bodics?
Doos the exinting division of Inbour within [amilies sod houscholds tmpact
women's partivipation i politicsd tife? Fid o why there @8 8 domnmd for 33
e conl reseramtion for women |n the Pardinment.

prerogative of every individual Lo enjoy
a certaln mintmum standard of
cconomic welfare and secuntly. They
Inciude such righits as health benefits,
uncmployment allowance. seiling of
minimum level of wages. The
broadening of soctal or welfare nghits
led to the welfure siale. wlilch was
established tn Western socielles sinoe
the Second World War. States of the
erstwhile soclallst countries had
far-reaching proviston tn this sector: In
mest developing countries. this was
virtually non-existent. All over the
world loday these seclal righis are
bemg atlrcked aslabilites on the state
and hindrances 1o economie growlh.
Nautonallsm can bedeltned as aset
of symbols and beliels providing the
serise of being part of a single pollitcal

commumity. Thus. Individuals feel a
sense of pride and belonging, in being
‘British', “Indian’. "Indonesian” or
‘Freanchy’. Probably people have always
fell some kind of idently with soctal
groups of one form or another— for
example, their lamily. clan or rellglous
community. Natlonallsim, however, only
made Is appearance with the
development of the modern state.
Contemporary world 1s marked both by
a rupld expansion of the global market
as well as inlense natlonalist feelings
and conflicts.

Soctlologlsis are Inleresied In
Lthe broader studv of power. nol Just
with the l[ormal apparalus of
government. They are inlerested n the
distribution of power between partes,
between classes. between castes, and

Activity 11

Colleet informitilisn nboul diferent
stiles dolng: away wilh soclal
righits. Find oul whol explanation
b= diven [or Lhin. Discuss ind
set. whether you can ace the
refstiotihip between the eononle,

politieal and socind sphercs.

Activity 12

Collect Indfismation of events thiul
show Uie growth of gl inter-
‘cotiioo{ediiosy ns witll o instaniocs
of divistond Along ettmic, Teliginis,
nistional conflicis. Discusa how
polities and eonomics ey Have
port. 1o play 0 them.
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between communtlies based on race.
Ianguage and religion. Its [beus 1s nolL
just on what may be called spectfically
political assaclallon, such as slale
leglslatures, town councls and political
parties bul also assoctilions such as
schools, banks and
fnstitnlions whese alms are not
primarily political. The scope of
soclology has been wide. [is rangs has
extended [rom the study of iInternattonal
movemenls [such as women or
envirotmoental) o villages [actions.

=
|
L 3

RELIGION

Religion has been a subject ol study
and reflecuon for a very long Ume. In
Chapter |. we have secen how
sociologleal indings aboul society are

different from religions refiections. The

soctologmical study of religon is dilferent
froma religious or theological study of
redigion in many ways. One, i conducis
empirical studies of how religions

actually functon in soctety and us.

relationship (o other Institutions. Two.,
it uses a comparative method. Three. 1t
tnvestigates religious beltefs; practices
and Institutions in relation to other
aspects of soclety and culiure

The empirical method means that
the socielogist does nol have a
judgemenial approach to religlons
phenomena. The comparalive method
is important because In a sense 1L
brines all socletles on level with each
other. Il helps o study withoul blas
and prejudice. The soctological
perspecitve means that rellglious e
can he made intellighle anly by relatng

religlous:

o

IL Lo demestle e, economile e and
political itfe.

Rellglon exisis in all known
socielies, allthongh rellmous beliels and
practiees vary lrom cullire Lo cullore.
Characleristies Lthal all rellptons sesm
Lo share are:

= sl of symbols, ivoking feclnes of
FEVETENICE OF AWE!

* riluals of ceremonies:

* acommuniy ol bellevers:

The rituals associated with religlon
are very diverse. Ritual acts may inclade
praying. chanting. singing, eating
certain kinds of food (or refratning from
doing so), fasting on certatn days. antd
so on. Since ritual acts are orlented
towards religtons svmbols, they are
usually seen as quite distinet from the
hahiis and procedures of ordinary Ufe.
Ldghting a candle or diya to honour the
divine differs completely In iis
signtlicance rom doing so stmply (o
lght a Toom. Relistous rnittals are olten
carred out by an inditvidual in his/her
personal everyday life. But all reltgtons
ilso tnvelve ceremontals practised
callecttvely by beltevers: Regular
ceremoiials nommally ocour In spectal
places — churches, mosgues, temples,
shrines.

Reltgion s aboul the sacred realm.
Thimk of what members of different
religions do before entering a sacred
realm. For examiple covering one's head,
or nol covering ane's head, laking off
shoes, or wearing particular kind of
clothes. ete. Whal 1s common (o them
all 1s the [eelmg of awe, recognitlon
and respect for sacred places or
Situalions,
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Soctolopsts of religlon, [olowing
Enutle Durkhetm, are interesied In
understanding this sacred realm which
every sociely distinguishes from
the profane. In most cases, the
sacred includes an element of the
supernatiral. Oficn the sacred quality
of & tree or g temple comes with the
belief that 1t 1s sacted precisely hecause
there ts some supernatisral foree befitnd
I However, Il is tmpartant lo kesp In
mind thal seme relligions ke early
Buddhtsm and Confuctanism had no
conception of the supernataral, bat did
allow sulictent reverence for tilngs and
persons which they constdered sacred.

Studyilng mliﬁluu sociologically
lets us ask questlons aboutl the
relationship of religion with other social
institutlons. Religon has had a very
close relationship with power an
palities. For mstance, pertodically in
history there have been religious
movemenls for social change, like
varlous anli-casie movémernls
or movemenls againsl gender
discrimination. Rellgion s ool just &
malter of Lthe private beliel of an
individual but 1t also has a public
character. And 11 ts this public characler
of religton. which has an tmpoiant
heartng on other instituitons of sactety.

We tawe seen how soclology looks
Al power in a wide sense 1 15, therefore,
of soclologteal interest (o look at the
relationship belween political and
rellglons spheres. Classical soclologists
belleved that as soctelies modemised,
religion would become less inllueniial
over vanlois spheres of e, The concepl
secularisation describes this process.
Conlemporary evenis suggest a
persisting role of religton in varfous
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aspecis of soclely. Why do vou think
Lhis s sn?

A pioneering work by Max Weber
(1B64-1920) demonstrates how
sociology looks at religion tn iis
relationship to other aspecis of social
and econornio behaviour. Weber armues
that Calvinism (a branch of Prolestant
Christtanity] exeried an Impariant
influence on the emerpence and growih
of capitalism as a mode of economic
arganisation. The Catvinists belfeverd
that the world was created for the glory
of God, meaning that any work tn this
world had (o be done for His glory,
miking even mundane works acts of
worship. More tmporiantly, however.
the Calvinists also belleved in the

‘concept nfpmdr.sl.lnallnn which meant

tial whether one will go (o hedven or
hell was pre-oidatned. Stnce (here was
no way of knowing whether one has
been assimed heaven or hell, peaple
soughl Lo look for signs of God's will in
tns world, in ther own occupallons,
Thus i a person in whalsver profession,
was consistenl and successhil in lils or
herwork, 1L was interpreded as a slgn
of God's happiness. The money earned
was nol Lo be used lor worldly
consumplion; ratlier the ethies of
Calvinism was Lo live [rugally. This
meant Lhal mvesiment became
someithing llke a holy creed. Al the
hearl of capiiaitsm 15 the concepl of
mvesiment, which is aboul fnvesting
capital to make more goods. which
creale more profit, which In tumn
creates more capital. Thus Weher was
ahle toargue Lthat reltgion, in this case
Calvintsm. does have an influence on
ecconomic development.
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Rellgion cannol he siudied as a
separate enlity. Soctal fordes always
and lovariably mfluence religious
mstilutions. Pollical debales, economic
slluations and gender norms will
always influence religtous behaviour.
Conversely. religious norms tinfluence
and sometmes even determine soctal
understanding. Women constttute half
of the world's population. Sociolegically
Lherefore 11 becomes Imporiamt (o ask
what relationship this vast segment of
human population bes with religon.
Religion s an important part of society
and 1s inexiricably Ued (o other parts,
The task of soctologists ts o unravel
these varous inlerconnections. In
traditional soctelles; religion usually
plays a ceniral part in social life
Religious symbiols and rituals are offen
integrated with the material and artisiic
culiure of society. Rread the exiract
wihich is given below in the box o geta
sense ol how seclology studies religion.

T

EDUCATION

Education s a lifedong process,
involving both formal and informal
Insiitutions of learmimg. Here we are
however confllning ourselves only Lo
school education. We are all aware how
mnporiant gelling admission Into a
schiool 1s. We also know. for many of us;
schiool 1s a step lowards highier
edocation and finally emplovment. For
some ol us I may mean acquirng some
necessary social skills. Whial 1s conimon
In all cases 1s that there 1s a fell need
[or education.

Soclology undersiands this need as

“a process ol transmisslon/conmmua-

nication of group hieritage that 1s
common to all soctetes. There Is a
qualitative disunction between stmple
spclelies and complex. modern
soifelles. In the case of the lormer there
was no need for (ormal schooling.

spectilinis, The misst i

pricsts has been o

uridl siler.

lmtlmjm 1974;300-401).

Mbny exeruncous [ud'h;f!iilhnhtt_ nﬂ'_!.'ii;tlﬂl..ule Ertidilbonnl tives of (e rellgions
Al these are the growth of new employioent woid
bthmi:ml'nppndmuns ity Nmﬂk.. afler Tndepemadence, e way of e df the
ﬁui lebnmmmul dnuﬁttmmn nuutumtml.
mlmﬁnﬂﬂr}iﬂﬂh&%hﬂﬁlﬁuﬁm umuhphn:ﬂriwm#.
Hnﬁknhnﬂ‘q‘clﬁsclu!ﬁuﬂmmymﬁﬂ vt rofigions activities. 1L was
a mormad routine for 3 pilgeim (o luke home the sacred water of ihie Goaduvar
n copper pol. The soppersmittn provided: ihese wares. The pilgroms:atse boughi
Wares, vdﬁﬁirlhrymﬁhlmmnmhmﬁmmﬂnmﬂnsﬁﬂ:mgthdr refintives and
frivnds. For long Nislk weis' known fer s proflcient criflsmion n brss, copper
Sinte (e dematid for ithls wiares (s intermilient and uncertals.
not il the adult males can be supporied by this eesupation... Many
eraltsmien havt entered tndustry and business-both small and lange scale
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Children learnl customs and the
broaderway ol llfe by participating in
actvities with thetr adults. In complex
soctelles, we saw there Is an Increasiig
economic diviston ol labout, separallion
of work frdm home, need lor specialised
learning and skill alistmment, rise of
slate syslems, nallons and complex
sels of symbols and ideas. How do vou
gel edocated infermally in such
conlext? How would parenis or olher
adualis nformally communicale all that
hias (o be known o (e pext generatlon?
Edurauon n such soclal conlexl has
Lo e lormial and explicil

FurtHermiore modern complex
aocletles; In conlasl Lo sfmple socleles,
resl on absiracl unhversallsile values.
Tius 1s what distingnishes 1L from a
simple soctely (hat depends on
paritcularsue values, based on fGmily,
kin. Ixtbe. caste orreligion. Schobls n
mader socteties -are designed Lo
promole unlicrmity. standardised
aspirations and universalistic values.
There are many ways o dotng this. For
example one can speak ol “unlfom
tress Jor school children’. Can you
Lhirik of other l[eatures thal promote
slandardisaton?
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For Emille Durkhetm, no sociely can
survive withoul a "common base-a
certain number of 1deas; sentlmerils
and practces which educatton musl
tcutieat tn all chitldress indisertminately,
Lo whatever social calegory they belong’
(Durkheim 195B8:69). Educallen
should prepare the chilld for a speclal
occupallon, and enable the child Lo
Internalise the core values ol soclety.

The linclonallst soclologist thus
speaks In lerms ol general soctal
heeds and soclal norms, For the
luncllonalisis, educalion matiitalns
aund reiiews e soelal struclure,
transmils and develops cullure. The
cducational syster Is an lmportantl
mechanism [or the seleclon and
allocation of individuals in thetr
Iatore roles i the soclely. L 1s dlso
regarded as the ground lor proving
ore’s abllity and hence selective
agency for dilferent stalus aceording
lo their abililtes. Recall our
discussion on the luncelionalist
understanding ol roles and
siralillcation In Chapter 2,

For the sociologisis who perceive
soclely as anequally dilferentiated.
cducation lupclions as a maln

!lhnnﬂ;ﬂthcrmrﬁnmﬂmﬂ;}
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stalliving agenl. And al the same
timie the tnequality ol educalional
opportunily 1= also a product of social
straltficalion. In other words, we 20 LW
differenl kinds of sehinols depending on
our socio-ecoromiic backeround. And
because we go to somie Kind of schools,
we acquine dillerent kind of privileges
and Nnally opporianilies.

For Instance some argue that
schoolliy ‘Intensiiies e existing divide
betweent the elite and the masses”’
Clilldren polng Lo privileged scliools
learn Lo be confldent while clilldren
deprived of that may lecl e oppostle
[Puthak 2002:151). However, theme are
many more chitldren who simply canmol
allend sehool or drop oul. For instance
a sludy reporis

Youl are Secing? some chillidren in Lie
school now. [T you come during the
cultivation season you may Sce
almost, zeto attenxlance from the SC
ard ST childvien. They all bike some
hotisehnld responsibilities whille Lhe
pareais am out o owoeks And the girl
children of these commynitics
seldom attenid schonl as thay «do
varioas kinds of work bolh domestie
aril meome genernbing. A 10-year

uld girl picks dry cow dung o sell.
for cxample |Praticta. 2000680

o

The report tdicales how gender
and casle discrtminallon mploge
upon the chances of education. Recall
liow we bepan Lthis book In Chapter 1
aboul a chifld's chances (6r a good job

being shaped by a hosl of social
factors, Your wnderstanding of the
way social Insiituytions fanction
should help you analyse the process
better now.

What o you think? Discuss.

Activity 13
A stuly afta kindergarten sugiested (hiit children lenm (hit:
= ‘work activities are more important tin play ictivithes™.
* ‘work ncludes wi and all beeher direeted setivilles.” -
= ‘work is compislsory and free time activitles are called play” (Apple 1978:102).
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GLOSSARY

Citizen ! A member of o politheal communtty, laving both riglts and didjes
ussiictabed wilhh Ul membership.

Division of Labour: The specinlisation of work tnsks. by means of which
different pocupations are combined within a production system. All societics
have at least some todimentary forme of division of labour. With the
divelirpment of bxlustrialism, however, the division al jabour becomies vastly
more complex thon in wny prior tvpe of productlon system. o the modern
workl. the division of labour is nlernstional n scope.

Gender: Social expertations aboul bebaviour regarded as:approprate for
thet members of each sex, Gonder 5 seon s o basle orpgandsing principie of
sortety.

Empirical Investigation : Faciual enquisy earréed odil In any given afca of
soizEalingical study

Endogamy : Wheny marringe is within n speeilic caste, class or tribal group,
Exogamy : When marriage ocrurs outsite a certain glzjr,ilup of relations.

Ideology : Shured ideas or heliefs, which serve (0 justify the interests of
dominant groups. Ideologles nre found o all societics In whicll Lhere are
aysiematic and onfmined inegunlitics betwern groups: The comeepl of
Ideology connects clescly with thot' of power, since ideological sysirms semve
to legitimise the differential power which groups hold,

Legitimacy : The belief thal & partieulsr political order s just and valkl
Monogamy : When muriage Involves one busbind aml one wife wlone.
Pﬂi}'gull]’ : When maminge tovolves e than ome mnte ni one Hme.
Patyandry : When musre than sme man s marred (o 3 woman,
Palygyny : When mone than one woman 18 marmesd (o oa moan,

Service Industries : Indusiries converncd with the productlon of services
miher thon muamiinciored goods. such os the tmvel indusiry,

State Soclety : A socicty which possesses a formal apparatus of government.
Stateless Soefety : A society which lacks formal Insttutions ol government
Soclal Mobliliy : Movement from otie stalus or occupotion Lo another.

Soverelgnty : The undisputed political rule of o state over o given torritoriaf
aren.

Z2e-zE
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1. Note the marmiage ruled that are fllovwed vl soclely, Compare your
ob=ervations witli these mude by otlier stodenis in e cluss: Discuss:

2. Find owl how membership, resigence pattern and the mode of mteraction
changes in the [amily with broader ccomomic, political and cultural
changes, lor instance migration.

3. Wrile an es&y on ‘work’, Focus on bath the mnge of occupations, which
exist ind how they chungo.

4. Discuss the kind of rights that exist in your soctety. How do they affoct
your Hfe?

B, How does sociology study religion?

B Wrile an déssay of sclisol as 4 soelnl instlinlon. Diaw from bolly vour
reaiding as well as your porsonal observations.

7. Dissuss how these sorial mstitutions intomct with esch other. You can
start Ui diseussion from yoarselfl g8 8 senilor school student. And mve
ot Lo Liow you are shaped by differend soctil i.!m.ﬂl_u.tkm:. Are verty enfirely
conirolled or can you also resist and rodefine Social institinlons?
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